S. Western Kayah LI Orthography 

The following script and orthography was designed by the Western Kayah Li people and 

is presently used and taught in some schools. J. Fraser Bennett, in sotne unpublished notes,^ 

wrote the following: 

The (Western Kayah Li) script was first designed by Mr. Thae Bu Phae in the late 
I950's. Original computer implementation for the IBM PC was done by Mr. Bill 
Kauffman (Simimer Institute of Linguistics), Khu Tureh, Khu Ooreh, and Khu 
Phaebu (of the Karenni Literature Committee) in December 1990, using the SIL 
Editor system. 



^(Bennett, Aug. 22, 1991, unpublished paper). 
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Notes on Western Kayah Li (Western Red Karen) Phonology Bryant 

Consonants 

r=/k/ R=/t/ n=/r/ 

9=/kV tJ=/th/ m=/j/ 

H=/g/ §=/n/ ry=/l/ 

c=/r)/ e=/p/ b=/w/ 

fi=/s/ R=/pW S=/0/ 

3q=/sV u=/m/ e^=/h/ 

n=/z/ z=/d/ :3=/v/ 

9=/ji/ r3=/b/ R=/t;/ 

The consonant R=/g/ is never used as a syllable initial consonant in Kayah Li, It is used only in 
a context between £^=/h/ and u-hl and phonetically sounds like the diphthong ui^. Note the 
following examples: 

LJE^iqy [t^iu^3] 'arrive' 

ge^i^y [niii^3] ^entef or 'in' 

The author has found only one example of Fi used syllable initially (Fig [sa^] ^basket for 
catching fish') It is used most commonly after g=/0/ modifying the soimd to become a 
retroflexed alveolar /g/. Note the following examples: 

5^6 [§u] 'gas' 

gFigw£^^ [goimo] 'tree' 
5^B [go^] 'large water urn' 



Bryant Notes on Western Kayah Li (Western Red Karen) Phonology 

Vowels 

e = hf 



c = Id 


c = /ui/ 


u = hi 


e = Id 


a = HI 


t = /u/ 


a = /o/ 


e = /e/ 



Diphthongs 

In Western Kayah Li, diphthongs do not have their own unique symbol. They arc simply 
represented as a consonant followed by a vowel. Note the following examples: 

iJe^i^y [t^tu^^] ^arrive' ^^^ [tjui^] 'walk* 

s^?\^r\\^ [ki^aphui^3] *nose' 

Note: [tu^] is spelled several ways with [j] following the initial consonant when the word is not 
breathy (Hi/iu [tjiu^] *walk') and [k] or [g] following [h] when it is breathy (dqi^y [t^u^^^l 
'arrive' or sgRe^ry [k^ap^iu^^] 'nose*). Phonetically, pronimciation is the same. The Red 
Karen people are inconsistent in their spelling, perhaps reflecting some ambigmty in dealing 
with [ui^]. 

Tone Diacritics (using 'C as an example) 

Low £ 

Mid S 

High Mid unmarked 

High C 

Breathiness 

In Western Kayah Li, breathiness is marked by placing an *h' (written 'q' in Western 
Kayah Li) before the vowel that is to be spoken with chest air. Note the following examples 
from Western Kayah Li: 
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Notes on Western Kayah Li (Western Red Karen) Phonology Bryant 

FsE^^ [te'] *thing' riE^g [kaj] 'return' 

ge^^ [ne^l 'you' ge^S [^'?}] 'buffalo horn' 
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